
The Classic 

Australian 

Wooden  

Power Boat 

Association 

Inc.  

Inside this issue:  

July 2013  Volume 13, Issue 3  

THE HOLLOW LOG  

Interested in advertising in this 

publication?  

Contact 03 9370 2987 

 

Articles in this publication may 

not be reproduced without the 

permission of the publisher 

and/or writer 

 

Circulation this issue: 95 

A fter an extremely successful nostalgia day 

during the launch of their new club house 

and facilities in 2012, the Goolwa Aquatic Club 

decided to another event in 2013. 

For those who participated last year, the 2013 

event was not to be missed. Having said that, there 

were a few who did miss the event, but only due 

to circumstances that really did prevent them com-

ing, and they werenôt happy. Never mind gents, 

next year is on. 

Iôm not sure of the number of boats that attended 

this year, but it was definitely up on last year. It 

must be remembered that this event is not just for 

vintage wooden boats, but for all boats of all ages. 

The event consists of a series of demonstration 

races amongst boats of reasonably matched per-

formance. Three demonstrations for each group 

are held over the Sunday. The demonstrations, 

described as ñspiritedò, are held under virtual race 

conditions with full safety support in case of an 

accident. This makes for a great event, knowing 

you can push along but that professional type 

assistance is readily available if required.  

Boats of our ilk included Al-Falfa, Casandra, 

Fury, Glued and Screwed, Griffin, Impact, Jan II,  

Jayme II, Jupiter, Leanne, Miss Lyndy, Old 

Flame, Rude, Scrubcat, Skitter, The JET,  The 

Sting, Toucheô as well as Linda K, Strewth and  

Miss Dynamite. 

After being totally spoilt last year, the weather on 

the weekend wasnôt quite as good, with drizzle 

and light rain in the morning keeping things cool 

and putting a damper on matters. It eventually 

cleared, with the sun warming everything up when 

it finally made an appearance. 

The big skiffs were again quite spectacular to 

watch and great crowd pleasers. The V8ôs in Fury, 

Scrubcat and Rude sounded wonderful. There is 

definitely something about the noise of an older 

V8 in a timber hull. 

The smaller skiffs, Al-Falfa, Impact, Old Flame, 

The JET and Linda-K as well as Jupiter were also 

extremely entertaining to watch with some close 

ñdemonstratingò between them. 

Also out there were the hydroôs The Sting and the 

beautifully presented Miss Dynamite. 

It was difficult for the likes of Jupiter and The 

JET run to their full potential as these boats did 

Goolwa Aquatic Club Aquafest  

Goolwa Aquafest  1 

Whatõs happening 

out there?  
2 

Sheõll Do 6 

Around the Traps  8 

Your Committee  8 

Coming Events  8 

Club Contact  

Details  
8 

Driver and cameraman (or is that a growth?)  

. . . to  page 4 



Page 2 THE HOLLOW LOG 

W ild Fire started out as a runabout project and developed. Origi-

nally a Lewis runabout, it was a floating wreck when obtained 

by owner John OôConnell. Many planks were replaced and new deck-

ing installed in its transformation into a skiff. The old Dodge was re-

placed with a 350 Chev sporting some outrageous zoomies. 

There is a video of the boatôs first outing on the Tweed River a couple 

of months back. There has been a link to it on the CAWPBA website 

for a few weeks now, if you havenôt already seen it. Apparently it 

makes a bit of noise and is no longer welcome on NSW waterways. 

Luckily, John is based close to the Queensland border and has access 

to some more friendly waterways. 

 

 

H uski came up for sale back in 2009 with a hefty price tag. The 

boat had been restored in 1995 and stored since. It disappeared 

until resurfacing a few weeks back. Still with the same owner, the boat 

was advertised and sold. The boat is now in Geelong in Victoria. Ap-

parently only some cosmetic work is required, mainly around the 

paintwork on the deck, before the boat can hit the water again. 

The story goes that Huski was one of two Everingham hulls used as 

test beds for Huski marine products in the 1960ôs. 

Huski still runs its original Ford 292 Thunderbird V8. 

 

W hen Ron Johnson isnôt restoring other peopleôs boats, it seems he keeps himself busy building new ones. Here is Ronôs latest. 

I believe itôs an 18 footer and will run a 350 Chev.  

 

Whatõs happening out there? 
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A lso back in the water after several years is Mindy Ann, previ-

ously know as Flamingo.  

I remember first laying eyes on the 15ô Lewis skiff at Taree in the 

late 90ôs, sporting a black hull and racing as Flamingo in the Nostal-

gia Cup at Taree. The boat was running a Chrysler 265 Hemi at that 

time. I saw it again at the Sydney Classic and Wooden Boat Festival 

in the early 90ôs with a 3.0 ltr Nissan 6 cylinder fitted. The boat was 

sold to SA a few years later, then went to back to NSW and then on 

to Peter Schulte in Queensland. 

The hull has had some restoration work done on it in the hands of 

Peter and now sports an impressive looking 302 Ford.  

After its first run in June, Pete says the boat goes very well and is 

nice to drive. 

  

Itôs that time of the year folks, when the big bad President and 

Treasurer come looking for your money. 

You will find a renewal form included with this newsletter. Please 

remember to include your name in if paying by direct debit. 

Trivia  

For those of you who didnôt 

know what  the trivia item in 

the last issue was, it was a 

cable tensioner.  

Well done Keith Laws for the 

quick identification. 
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not normally have to bash through other boat wakes, particularly of the 

size thrown up by the larger boats. They were each given the opportu-

nity to run individual demonstrations, showing the crowd what they 

were capable of when running in their ideal conditions. Both were 

applauded warmly by the crowd after the completion of their individ-

ual runs. What sets this event apart from race meets was the fact that 

these two boats were slotted into the program to do these runs when 

the opportunity arose during a couple of quiet periods, something well 

appreciated by the owners/drivers and the public alike. 

It was Rudeôs first serious outing since its transformation from an 

Everingham runabout to a V8 skiff - another restoration in the capable 

hands of Ron Johnson. By all accounts owner Scott Wilson was pretty 

happy with it all and certainly enjoyed himself out there. 

Fury ran beautifully all weekend. The boat was particularly quick and 

owner Glen Traeger was really pleased with the both the 327 Chevôs 

performance and the boatôs handling.  

Scrubcat was a hard charger again all weekend, although things looked 

a bit sloppy in the final event with two on board. The boat was very 

untidy coming out of a couple of corners. The was much talk later 

about it - something to do with weight distribution, I believe. 

According to owner Darren Crawford, Al-Falfa just kept getting better 

through the weekend, to the stage when it even stopped taking on as 

much water as it usually does. Now thatôs something Darren! There 

was some great competition between Al-Falfa, Linda_K, Old Flame 

and Impact in the second event. 

Impact started taking on a large amount of water while waiting for 

the trailer to arrive after its first event, so much in fact that I thought 

Iôd busted a plank. It was only when the boat came out of the water 

and I went to pull the bungs out that I realized one was already out. It 

seems Iôd knocked it out when getting out of the boat after returning 

to ramp and the boat had been slowly sinking all the while. 

Impact was performing really well on its first serious outing until it 

overheated in the second event, causing a valve to stick open, effec-

tively finishing it for the day. All the same, the boat showed some 

real potential with performance and handling. 

Members Chris Chivers and Stuart Beattie have to be commended for 

their effort at Goolwa. Travelling from Hobart to Goolwa is one de-

cent trip. We got a convoy going after meeting up at Nhill in Victo-

ria, with Stuart towing Old Flame, Chivs carrying Jupiter on racks, 

Darren towing Scrubcat and yours truly dragging Impact. I think the 

boys enjoyed themselves with some great runs in the very quick Jupi-

ter and Old Flame performing really well until a ñgutsò full of water 

caused some plug problems. Unfortunately, unusual plugs meant no 

replacements were readily available.  

The smaller skiffs put on a great show  

The big skiffs also put on a great show  

Kitchen staff in our rental house  

RUDE made its debut and was impressive  
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Other long distance travellers were Frank and Linda Wicks, coming 

from north of Sydney. Frank put The JET through its paces both in 

race conditions and on demo runs, giving the locals a glimpse of this 

unique record holder. 

Dave Drewerôs Jayme II ran reliably all day and proved itself very 

quick. Dave mentioned the boat goes best when going hard, allowing it 

to skip easily over the wakes. 

Col Bailey had a few issues with his Syndicate Glued and Screwed, 

but whenever I saw it running it seemed to be flying. Colin also had 

his beautiful late 50ôs Lewis Jan II on show as well. 

It was the first time seen for many of us when Leanne, Paul Siddallôs 

18ô Hammond arrived. Typically, like all Hammonds, the boat had real 

presence both on and off the water. Leanne was still fresh from a re-

cent restoration and looked superb. That 400 ci Chev sounded pretty 

good as well.  

Skitter, David Kellerôs 283 Corvette powered 1960 Lewis was back 

again this year. This very original boat made its debut last year after 

being locked away for many years, but disappointingly would not run 

properly. Not so this year, with the Corvette sounding crisp and 

healthy and pushing the boat along very nicely. 

Dig Traeger had his big 454 powered hydro back again. The Sting, all 

25 feet of her, was as spectacular as ever with that big block Chev 

sounding as good as ever and rooster tail as tall as ever. 

Peter Drofenik brought along his recently restored Everingham, Grif-

fin. This boat was previously named Bugger!, but when stripping the 

paint from the hull the name Griffin appeared, prompting Pete to go 

back to the original. I think we all agree itôs a better name. The boat 

displayed Peterôs wood and metal working talents with timber inlay 

and metal castings. 

Another V8 skiff on show was Miss Lyndy The boat looked a treat, 

but unfortunately, engine issues kept it out of the water. 

Wallis Jollyôs 15ô runabout Casandra ran faultlessly again. The per-

formance of this boat belies its Dodge side valve. Another ply boat, 

Strewth,  also performed well on the day. 

It was interesting watching the final demo, when all boats were al-

lowed out. As quick as our V8ôs look and are when out there to-

gether, the speed and cornering abilities of the newer glass boats was 

a real reality check. Mind you, one of those boats was two times 

Australian Unlimited champion Agent Orange, a 21 foot Evercraft 

running a blown 540 ci V8. Spectacularly quick! What a difference 

half a century or so makes.  

Congratulations to the Goolwa Aquatic Club and its officers and 

administrators for another excellent event. 

Assuming the position  

Griffin fresh out of its resto  

Skitter sounding much healthier this year  

Back after a run  


